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sounds plausible in a city where you
never know what lost infrastructure
might be discovered underground,
like those actual discoveries of a rot-
ting pneumatic subway at Broadway
and Murray, the Atlantic Avenue
Railway, or the abandoned Croton
water conduits now used to store art
under the Met. And if there is a cattle
tunnel under Greenwich Street, I'm
the orie to find it.

I'm a utility infrastructure analyst
for the engineering firm designing the
Greening of Greenwich, and my job
is to make sense of the spaghetti
works formed by sewers, water
mains, gas pipes, steam lines, electri-
cal ducts, telephone conduits,
Western Union vacuum tubes, aban-
doned refrigerant lines,

cattle tunnels.

I've been trying to sort out this
cattle tunnel business since Fred first
told me about it, but when I pressed
him for details of its whereabouts, he
remembered that it was actually wit-
nessed by another inspector who
thought maybe the tunnel was at
Beach or Harrison Street, but could-
n’t be sure. I looked at my composite
utility map showing the web of utili-
ties under Greenwich Street to see if
there was some obvious parting of the
infrastructure that might delineate the
tunnel’s path. But since I wouldn’t
see any swath through the tangie any-
way a tunnel ten feet down would
pass beneath practicaily every utility
except sewers. And while the sewers
didn’t have any unusual gaps, the
public works folk in 1870 might well
have laid bricks right through the side
of an abandoned wood tunnel.

My budding search ended here
for a few years—until early 1996
when the Economic Development
Corp. began the Greenwich Street
final design. So I started asking my
contacts at Con Edison and Nynex if
they'd heard of this subterranean cor-
ral.

“Oh, yeah,” most nodded. And a
designer from Nynex’s construction
group added, “They ran into that up
towards Canal Street. In fact, they
found a musket leaning against the
wall of the tunnel. They put it on a
plaque. It’s hanging in my boss’s
office with a little brass tag saying
where they found it.”

gad! Now all I had to do was
Eget into that office and read

the plaque. But [ couldn’t
exactly waltz into the venerable
chambers of El Presidente del Nynex.
So 1 asked my Nynex pal to take a
closer peek at the plaque next time he

trolley
columns, streetcar tracks—and now

was in on a presidential pow-wow.
Rick sketched it out and faxed it over.
Under the rusty rifle it says: “This
gun was found in the Empire City
Subway Company trench, forty feet
east of the northeast comer of Canal
and Renwick Streets, at a depth of 5ft
6in under the sidewalk on Sept. 9,
1926.”

Drat. Surely five feet is too shal-
low, and I can’t imagine the plague
omitting mention of a cattle tunnel if,
say, the musket were sitting on top of it.

week later, an interference
planner from Con Ed said,
“Oh, yeah. One of our

inspectors told me he ran into the cat-
tle tunnel while putting in the high-

" pressure gas main on the west side of

Greenwich. Next time he’s in the
office, he's going to take a look
through his old notes.” For weeks I
needled him to prod his inspector, all
for nought. “Nah. He couldn’t find it.
Doesn’t remember where he saw it.
Says it ran both north-south an’ east-
west. Made of steel, six feet by six
feet.”

Odd. Previous reports said it was
made of wood. And how coulid it run
in all directions? Foiled again, I
expressed my disappointment to a
colleague at Nynex.

“Oh, yeah. The guy you oughtta
talk to is that guy at the City’s permit
section. He knows everything there is
to know about it.” Sensing my search
might be tuming into a snipe hunt, I
reluctantly buzzed the City's permit
section.

“Well, sure, I know about the cat-
tle tunnel. But the guy you need to
talk to works over at Con Ed. He’s
seen this tunnel.” And his name?

“Gee, I don’t exactly remember.
It was the inspector that installed the
gas main on the west side. Said the
thing’s made entirely of fieldstones.”

Circles within circles. Serious
doubts were setting in, and I began to
wonder whether a heifer highway
was historically feasible. Ensconced
for hours at the New-York Historical
Society with Stokes’ “Iconography of
New York,” 1 found numerous refer-
ences to regulations for herding cattle
from the streets of Manhattan, main-
ly in the late 1600's.

It seems hogs once conspired
with cows to trample the City’s ram-
parts, unbranded cattle were getting
mixed up, and shrinking pastures
meant cow traffic had to be managed
by a City shepherd. At regular inter-
vals, slaughterhouses popped up on
both shores, bumed down and were
rebuilt, bumed down again, and were
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THE HUSTACE HOUSE

A RARE OFFERING IN
THE HEART OF TRIBECA

Unique 25 foot loft building,
ideal for a private home, live/
work or live with income. Every
floor of this five story building
boasts lovely light and views to
. the East and. West. Completely
renovated with state-of-the-art
mechanical systems, gourmect
kitchen, three skylites, exposed
brick walls, wood burning fire-
places possible on cach floor.
Tiled roof deck with exercise
room. This stunning property
is shown exclusively through:

Ruth Hardinger 965-6018
H. Luchnick 965-6008

FUN AND FUNKY
31 Greene St. 6 Rms. Unique 2.700 sq.
ft. floor-thru loft with 15' ceilings, skylite,
2 BR's/bths plus LIB and office. Also small
private patio. Maint. $733. $645K. EXCL.
Reid Price 9685-6007

NEW ON MARKET
Wall St. 3 - 4 Rms. Wonderful 1,100
mini-loft, w/1 interior BR. can do 2nd, one
bath, has two terraces, faces South, CAC,
part-time doorman. $215,000. Maint.
$1,203.
Judith E. Karnas 965-6012

SPACE LIGHT ACTION
112 Franklin St. 4,300 SF. Gorgeous raw
space/1st fir cellar. Skylights & sun. WTC

LIVE/WORK CONDO
Tribeca. Penthouse loft. Blinding light -
soaring ceilings. Separate wing for work
space. 2,600 sq. ft. with WBF and jacuzzi.
Priv. roof. $1.3M. CC/RET only $800. EXCL.

Toni Scott 965-6020

INVESTMENT PROPERTIES
Tribeca/Financial District Buildings. Four
to seven story buildings for investor or
user. Asking $1.1 miilion to $3 million.
Mary Z. 965-6027

CLASSIC SOHO LOFT
Prime SoHo. 1,500 SF. Traditionai open
airy sunny loft. Original details, washer/
dryer, storage space, high tin ceilings.
Wood floors. This is the one! $4,000/mo.

Patrics Mack 965-6031  vus, 16’ tin ceils, live/work or commercial.
PERFECT LIVE/WORK Lo CC/RET. cond-op. $495K.

SoHo. Fresh, open airy 3.000 square foot g :;":'“9" 965-6022

fioor thru: ideal live/work. Two bth: jacuzzi; & M. Norton 965-6018

washer/dryer; very private yet convenient BEST KEPT SECRET

Tribeca. Studio - 2 BR. Bldgs run like a

location. Goeod light. Asking $640,000.
Rolls & prices right, fees tow.

Toni Scott 965-6020
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