When the fish give you fits,
(ry some of these tips.

lower river, lingering low water
temperatures can stymie the run
once the shad find themselves in
the relatively shallow upper river.
Look for the first bona fide summer
days to bring the water temperature
up to the middle 60s and start the
stampede. You'll see groups of mov-
ing shad, their flashing silver sides
glinting beneath the water.

In low, cold water, look for warm
rainstorms to perk up the fish. Con-
versely, once the river has sustained
temperatures in the low 70s for sev-
eral days, you'll likely find thar the
shad have spawned and passed their
prime, both physically and in their
inclination to hir flies. But even
then, dam releases often increase
the water flow and lower the river
temperature sufficiently to get the
shad moving and receptive again.
The bottom line is that you want a
water temperature of 66 to 74
degrees and a healthy volume of
water to get shad moving and eager
for the fly.

Another part of the problem may
be that you're simply too early in the
run, or too late. For example, on the
Delaware it's best to wait until late
May to find both large numbers of
shad and favorable conditions above
the town of Matamoris. The peak of
the run—containing the greatest
numbers of large fish—typically
passes the Narrowsburg Bridge
around the last week of May. Before
that, while conditions may be right
and pods of fish might move through,
it's likely the shad may not be there

Whether you fish once or 200+,
. year like | do, your rge¥ust be
_capable of stoppipg”Targe fish making
~lightning-guek runs under every
. gaelivable condition.

- Fully-machined, meticulously-
finished Abel Reels are available
for bluegill to bonefish, trout to

tuna. And permi

For- the latest Abel Quality
FProduers-brochure:

THE ABEL REEL
165 Aviador Street, Camarillo, CA 93010
Phone: 8007848-7335
Fax: 805/482-0701
E-Mail Abelreels @ aol.com

The Quick-Seine” |

Converts a landing net into a seine net instantly!

% Attaching securely to a landing net handle with an elasticized-
Velcro® design, the Quick-Seine remains available and ready to |
use af all fimes. The allwhite elasticized seine nef siretches over the |
frame easily for convenient mid-stream use, and can be used to see
“who's hatching” at any time. Its unique design will enable you to |
caplure nymphs and duns while you fish instead of taking valuable
n—_—— time away from fishing. The net dries com-
pletely inside its bremﬁuble pouch after use.
Suggested retail, $19.95.

Voted one of the Top Ten
New Products at 1996
Industry Show

Available at Your Favorite Fly Shop or Call 1-800-896-8998
Angling Designs, Inc., 820 S. Monaco, #264, Denver, CO 80224
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