INTRODUCING
E46LE (AW

W Ultra Sharp
M Ultra Smooth
B Ultra Strong

in
) = .:!!151 vl

FLY HOOKS)

Made in America .

EAGLE CLAW's new Lazer Sharp® Fly
Hooks offer advanced point penetration
technology, precision ground for an ultra
sharp tip and quick slicing edges, they are a
stunning 53% sharper than conventional
hooks.

Special tempering provides maximum
resistance to bending without fracturing or
breaking. You cannot find a sharper/stronger
fishhook than an Ultra Sharp, Ultra Smooth,
Ultra Strong EAGLE CLAW® Lazer Sharp®.

Distributed

exclusively by UDEBROD

Gudebrod Inc., P.0. Box 357, Dept. AA
Pottstown, PA 19464
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3628 Sage Drive * Dept. AA
Rockford, IL 61114
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Featuring high quality reels from.
Aaron * Adams = Ascent
ATH Design = Bauer = Bellinger
Bringsén = Charlton * Harris
Henschel » Islander » LOOP
LH Design » McNeese * Mt. Rainier
M. Noél = Peerless = Precision
Saracione = Schukken Design
Seamaster « Sievert » Steelfin
Ari't Hart International...and others

P.0. Box 493

Big Bend, WI 53103
414-662-3626
Jim Williams

44  AMERICAN ANGLER

SHAD SOLUTIONS

in the kind of numbers that allow you
to fish them effectively with a fly.

Weather plays a somewhat
secondary role in how shad move.
Changeable light conditions can
spook the schools; constant condi-
tions are best. Times of steady drizzle
and steady sunshine are equally pro-
ductive, but expect the run to halt
an hour or so after the sun comes
out, or when evening shadows hit
Thl.' water. \"-”'l:il‘ll' ‘I\.tl'\ \\'I]\‘]'l'
L'llllh! ‘*lhil.]l‘\\'\ pass over l!‘n‘ water
tend to spook shad, and a bright day
after several gloomy ones can stag-
nate the run temporarily.

Problem 2: The river is full of
shad, and you put your fly right on a
shad's nose, but it still won't hit.

Shad may be stupid, but they
ain't dumb. In fact they're quite
sensitive to what's going on over-
head, those large eyes sending
alarms to their tiny brains at the
approach of a cloud, swooping
swallows, or an angler’s white
shirt. If the shad are sitting right
in front of you and you can see
them, then they can see you and
they probably won't hit unless you
blend completely with your
surroundings.

Shad won't hit your fly just
because it’s there. They hit flies
most eagerly at select points in the
current where they are either in
the process of moving upriver or
where they have gathered in antic-
ipation of doing so. In other words,
they are most prone to strike when
the school is excited and eager to
move. Now if you're looking at all
these fish and they're not moving
much, your best bet is to hike
upriver a bit to where the fish are

o Periods of consistent weather can get the

shad moving on their way upstream, and
make them more receptive to your flies.

A Shad may seem to behave like the will-o"-the-wisp, but their activities are actually quite
ordered. Understanding what makes them tick can make catching them much easier.



