moving, such as where the current
funnels up into a rapid or where two
major flows merge. There’s a sweet
spot out there: all you have to do is
poke around and find it.

Shad can be quite picky about
presentation, too. Dabbling flies at
their noses might work if you're fur-
ther upstream and out of sight, but
the best presentation is a semi-
dead-drift, casting downstream and
across the current, letting the fly
swing through the slip of current
where shad are moving.

Spawned-out fish will often drift
up into the rapids around the mid-
dle of the day when the water is
low and warm. It’s been suggested
that they do so for the increased
oxygen in the moving water. You'll
also see shad wandering around the
pools just under the surface, many
looking beat up and lost. These
fish are in some kind of aimless
post-spawn stupor, and even if you
do manage to hook one, they fight
like a car mat. Head upriver and
look for colder water, or wair for
next year.

Problem 3: Shad swipe at your fly,
but keep missing.

This goes back to presentation,
since the most common cause of
this problem is that the fly isn’t
where the shad want it. That is to
say, while the fish may take excep-
tion to your fly and peck at it, they
usually won't grab it unless it passes
right in front of or just below eye
level. Mend your line or add weight
to your leader to get that meal onto
the shad’s plate.

Fly selection can be part of the
problem, too. By all accounts, shad
do not eat during their migration.
Even if they did, they wouldn’t eat
anything that remorely resembles
your fly, which is much larger and
more colorful than even the most
festive and well-fed plankton. Yet,
shad do hit flies, and often the fish
can be quite selective about size,
pattern, and color. And you can be

“Picky fish!”

“You got another?”

“Uh-huh.”

chep 7
Waterwisp Flies Hook Difficult Fish!

WATERWISP’s patented dry fly designs feature:
* 38 Classic Patterns: Mayflics, attractors, caddises. spinners,
stoneflies and terrestrials in sizes 12-20
* More Natural Look: Upturned hook mimics live insects
* Softer Landing: Delicate, splash-free presentations
* Longer Float: Liberal use of CDC for extra bu wvancy

* Better Visibility: Profile casicr to see-even in poor light

True Hooking Power: Specially-designed bend and gape,
flies hook consistently in upper jaw

Durability: Crafted of finest materials, custom hooks,
premium hackle

“Waterwisp may be the most
lifelike dry fly curvently
in commercial production.”

THE ULTIMATE DRY FLY

MAYFLY ENTERPRISES LTD.

PO, BOX 151028 « CHEVY CHASE,MD 20815 » [rade inquiries only 1-800-4-MAYFLY

— Fly Fisherman

CF Buckhsmer__

Our Designs  Our Tapers
Our Finish
I'he Finest in the World
S i——

New for 1997 The Zenith Series
85 Models Trout, Steelhead
Saltwater, and Two-handed

Spey Designs
i
Two, Three, Four, and
Six Piece Models

Call for a Free 1997 Catalog

~ FLY ROD DESIGN / MANUFACTURING
372 Laurel Lane Washougal, WA 98671 (360) 837-2701 Fax: (360) 837-3064
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