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GROUCHDO FLy

by Brian M. Wiprud

If you want to target bass with a fly next season, here's a very effective
pattern — designed with helpful anti-pickerel qualities — that you can
tie this winter as you anticipate the return of open water...

Like mast fly tyers, | was moved to in-
novate by a lack of any existing patterns
to meet my needs. Specifically, [ needed
a fly for the lakes I fish that are loadecd
with nice bass, but also with pickerel.
Don’t get me wrong, 1 love catching pick-
erel on the fly, but they are such eager
guarry that they were getting to my fly
faster than the bass. In effect, | wanted
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an anti-pickerel fly as much as 1 wanted
a top-flight bass fly.

Anyone who has fly fished for pickerel
knows that bright, flashy flies — often
incorporaling red and while and yellow
— are the way to go. They also tend Lo
like an aggressive retrieval. So to keep
the toothy critlers away from this new {ly,
it had to be devold of color and designed

for a slow retrieval, What | plctured was
a big black floppy bass jig, like the ones
spinfisherimen use. Could Ire-create that
ina fly, something that would actually be
castable with an eight weight fly rod?

My thoughts immediately turned to
marabou, a bigwad of it, and somerubber
legs, 1o gel the languid flowing motion
that entice bass to strike. 8o | tied up
some prototypes and took them out for
a test run. I got some bass, but lactually
saw othors follow and turn off. Perhaps
my fly was oo plain? So [ added some
silver flash. That got me into the pickerel
again, s0 | substituted dark fash mate-
rial, with some strands running through
the marabou. T also wrapped the hook
shank in black polar chenille. Now the
bass were paying rapt attention to the
fly, and the pickerel were making only
oceasional strikes. [t could be flashy, just
dark flash. Could | get away with adding
justalittlemore accent —along, banded
hackle feather on each side? That addi-
tion turned out to be just the thing to
help trigger more bass to strike.

Other variations [ollowed: usingbrown
and black marabou together for contrast,

and blue-black fMlash material. 've also
tried white-and-black-banded rubber
legs to good effect,

Yes, but what does this fly, this thing,
imitate? Ajellyiish? Asquid? An octopus?
Nothing [ know of in fresh water. But |
guess it really doesn't matter as long as
it works.

I was at the bench tying up a bunch of
these new flies, pondering what it should
be called, when my girlfriend drifted in
to see what | was up to, She wrinkled her
nose at the mass of black marabou and
rubber sprouting from the hook shank.

“What the heck is that you're Lying?”
She'sused to seeing metieuplittle dainty
things, mere wisps.

“Mew fly. For bass.”

She paused uncertainly. “Looks like
Groucho Marx's mustache.”

As apt a name as any. ~'

Brian M. Wiprud is an outdoor writer and
novelist, His sixth book, Feelers, is com-
ing out from St Martin’s Press this year.
Directions for {ying his new fiy creation
are on the following page.




