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Midwest and West. And if you live in those
areas and fish lakes, or know those who
do, you will cerrainly have no trouble find-
ing perch filled waters. While not usually
considered standard fly gear, side-scanning
sonar can be useful for locaring the schools,
cspccia”_v in_unfamiliar water. Hey, beat
vourself up over 6X troutall you wang, but
your perching now, and the poing is to
carch a mess o' fish.

In as much as theyigan bﬁmy to
carch, perching isn't altogether simple.
Except at certain times in' spring when
they skim the surface for emerging in-
sects and zooplankton, yellows almost

_always take a fly on the drop, near.the
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bottom. Detecting the strike is often dif

ficult, ar times becoming a matter of in-
tuition. They dontgrab and run so much
as peck and hold the fly. Strikes often
feel like a series of taps. And stripes won't
just hic anything that moves. In face, a
rule of thumb that has worked for meis
bugs in the spring, perch in the fall. That
is, small and large variations on the
weighted, sparkly woolly bugger in the
spring; Clouser-type perch fry patterns
in the fall. Six pound mono tippets are
usually the order of the day, and you can
use sink tips, but I feel a floating line
gives the fly a jiggly lift that encourages
stripes to bite. To pump up the fun fac-
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tor, break our the lightest rods you have®
that can cast weighted flies.

Depending on what other fish popu-
late the lake, perching often results in a
surprise or two. All these schooling fish
draw some other cool-water predators, like
chain pickerel, pike and walleye. If the yel-
lows will let you get away with it, try tying
an inch or so of 50-pound mono bite guard
at the front of the fly, which will help
keep the toothy crowd from empty
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